High-Country Static

June 2016
4 News and Information Concerning

Coconino Amateur Radio Club Amateur Radio in Northern Arizona and
www.cocoradio.club Beyond

Welcome to the Coconino Amateur Radio Club (CARC) Monthly Newsletter. CARC is a non-
profit club devoted to providing communication services to local volunteer agencies and events.
Meetings are held the second Thursday of each month at the East side Sizzlers Restaurant
Highway 66 at Fanning Dr. Flagstaff, at 7:00PM. All persons interested in amateur radio,
whether licensed or not, are welcome to attend.

Coconino SkyWarn meets 1900 every Monday evening on the 146.98 repeater and at 1930 on
the Navajo Mountain CACTUS repeater and 146.480 simplex.

Coconino ARES meets 1900 every Wednesday evening on the 146.98 repeater and at 1930 on
the Navajo Mountain CACTUS repeater and 146.480.
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Treasurer: Pat Traber, KE7TQFG
Newsletter: Janice Enloe, KIBWCK
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Calendar of Events for 2016:

June:
25-26 Field Day (KG70H & Team)
July: 4 Munds Park Parade
17 Snow Bowl Hill Climb (KF4JHC)
23 Amateur Radio License Exams at
Williams Hamfest/Arizona State Convention (W7LUX)
August: 6 Toys for Tots/Fat Tire Bicycle Ride (Mike, Ron & Tom)

13 Big Brothers/Big Sisters Run for the Magic (Bob Meadowcroft)

28 Arizona Trail Marathon at North Rim

**Northland Preparatory Academy to ISS amateur radio contact during
Aug-Sep-Oct


http://www.cocoradio.org/

September: 5 Williams 10K Labor Day Run
24-25 Flagstaff to Grand Canyon 100 Mile Run

October: 8 Soulstice Mountain Trail Run (KF4RKS)
15 Amateur Radio License Exams at North County Health Care (W7LUX)
?? Northland Preparatory Academy solar observing (W7LUX)

November: 7?7 Arizona Division of Emergency Management Exercise
?? Girls on the Run (KF4JHC)

December: 3 SkyWarn Recognition Day at NWS Belmont (UTC date) (KD8RQV)
11 Christmas party- Sandy and Bob Meadowcroft's home

Thank you and Help Wanted:

Thank you to all who have run the Monday and Wednesday night nets:
Flagstaff: Tom KY7WYV, Erv KE7QFI, Mike KD8RQV, Bob KF4RKS, Janice KIEWCK
Page: Lee KF7YRS and Vince WB7UWW

If anyone one would like to help with the nets, please let Tom know. It is good practice for radio skills
and the script is written for you to use.

Licensing Exams for 2015-2016:

July: 23 Radio Exam at Williams Hamfest
October: 15 Radio Exam. Location TBD

Remember to bring your HAM license and a copy (if you are upgrading your license), a government
issued picture ID, a black ink pen, calculator with memory erased and fifteen dollars (exact change is
appreciated).

http://wireless?2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/searchLicense.jsp

Arizona Newsletter: http://www.arrl.org Tutorials: http://www.arrl.org/tutorials

http://www.arrl.org/exam_sessions/flagstaff-az-86004-1221-2
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Next Business Meeting:

Our next business meeting will be June 9, 2016 at the East side Sizzlers at the corner of Highway 66
and Fanning. Dinner @1800 and meeting starts @1900.

Minutes of the Coconino Amateur Radio Club

5/12 /2016
Meeting Started: 19:00

Secretary's Report: Since the minutes of the April meeting were published in the newsletter, there was no
need to read them. There was one change recommended by Joe Hobart, correcting the date and location of
the next VE Testing Period to 5/14/2016 at Flagstaff East Library. These corrections were made. Scott Martin
made a motion and Pat Traber seconded the motion to accept the minutes as corrected. They were approved
unanimously.

Treasurer' s Report: Pat Traber, our club treasurer, gave the Treasurer's Report. The closing bank
balance was $3,741.75. Membership is 50 members, consisting of 46 paid members and 4 lifetime
members. Pat discussed our CARC insurance situation. We have changed insurance companies and
the total cost is now $200.00 per year but the policy does not cover non-owned auto liability. To add
that feature will cost about $100.00 per year. Since we do tow the antenna trailer and the CARC
operation trailer using non-club owed vehicles, it was decided that the extra $100.00 will be worth the
cost of covering that risk. Mary Lou Hagan moved to add the extra coverage to the policy, Erv
Perelstein seconded the motion and it was accepted unanimously. Since there was nothing
additional for the Treasurer's Report, Scott Martin moved and J.D. Ward seconded a motion to
accept the Treasurer's Report as corrected. Unanimously accepted.

President's Report: After Introductions, Sandy thanked everyone involved with the completed
Technician Licensing Class. Some class students will be taking the Technician Exam this Saturday.
She wanted to thank Bill Smith for arranging the use of the North Country Health Care facility to hold
the classes and testing.

Vice President’s Report: Tom Shehan told the members that the AUXCOMM class held on April
2nd and 3rd was an excellent review of disaster communications and equipment. Joe recommended
we hold a table-top exercise for club members who did not attend the class to learn this material.

Tom reminded us that the National Parks On The Air (NPOTA) project is still active and will
continue to be through the end of 2016. He urged HF Operators to try their hand at contacting
"activators" in as many National Parks as possible. It's fun and excellent practice. You can find the
entire schedule at NPOTA.ARRL.org .

Old Business: Scott Martin reminded us that our mobile tower and trailer for Field Day needs
maintenance and asked for help on June 11th starting about 10:00 at the Open Air Market, (where we
hold our Field Day). We need to make sure it is in good shape. All volunteers will be welcome. He
also reminded us that the CARC Operations Trailer is falling apart. He does not think it is safe to tow
it. We need to continue looking for a replacement trailer, under $2,000.00, on the internet, (Craig's
List, etc.) or newspaper.

Field Day discussion was led by Tom, Scott and Joe. There was a question as to whether we
wanted to try a 6 meter station because we are in the middle of the low sunspot portion of the



Sunspot Cycle and propagation on 10 and 6 meters has been very poor. The DX Club told us they
would like to help us set up but that they could not participate this year because there are so many
members leaving the area on vacation. We decided not to attempt a 6 meter station or a CW station
but we would like to try for 2 SSB stations, the GOTA station and Joe will bring his telescopes again.
We will use our recently purchased Yagi on the tower and run another dipole off the tower. The
GOTA station will use Joe's 80/40 inverted V antenna again. We also talked about trying some digital
contacts this year. Several digital capable systems will be available.

Scott talked about the Overland Expo and our participation. We were given a free
demonstration space because of the VE Testing Session we will once again offer. The session will
start being set up at 7:00 am on Sunday 5/22 and testing will start at 8:00 am in the building next to
the Main Lodge. Scott gave a thumbnail sketch of the Expo for those members who are unfamiliar
with its purpose.

Upcoming project review:

5/14 VE License Testing at Flagstaff East Library for our Technician Class students and anyone else
seeking to get or upgrade their license. Joe coordinating.

5/ 20-22 Overland Expo: Demonstrations and Amateur Radio Exams (Sunday 5/22) , Tom
coordinating.

6/4 Sacred Mt. Prayer Run, Janice/Bill Smith helping coordinating.

6/11 Trailer Maintenance Day, stating at 10:00 at the Open Air Market. Scott coordinating.
6/25-26 FIELD DAY 2016. Ron Gerlak & team coordinating.

7/4 Munds Park Parade. Pat Traber coordinating.

7/17 Snowbowl! Run, Sandy coordinating.

7/22-23 Williams Hamfest, VE Testing on Saturday the 23rd. Joe coordinating.

New Business: Sandy told us that we had to find another location to hold our licensing classes as
well as the quarterly VE Testing Sessions. There were several suggestions: New Harkins Theater,
Finley Toyota Community Room near the mall, Pulliam Airport, Baptist Church on Hwy 89. The most
popular of these was the community room at Pulliam Airport. Sandy said she would contact them
again and try to make final arrangements. This upcoming Testing Session will be held at the East
Library facility in the Community Room. This location is not ideal for future use because the library
will only reserve the room two weeks before the date of use and they do not permit money
transactions in the library. Further discussion at the June meeting.

Sandy reminded us that club elections are coming up in August and it's not too early to think
about nominees for President and Vice President. After a short discussion, Tom Shehan agreed to
run for President this year. Since both the Treasurer and Secretary agreed to continue in their
positions, we still need nominees for President and Vice President. Further discussion at the June
meeting.

ARES Report Joe told us that the new antenna on the Mt Elden .98 VHF repeater is now
available and that ARA is planning on install it sometime soon.

Joe reminded members how important the capability to handle digital messaging is for
disasters. The RACES test of digital capabilities on Saturday, April 16th using the EOC HF



frequencies was very successful. Good comm. was established between Emergency Management,
the Red Cross, the State EOC and other County Emergency Management personnel. Tom TO set up
a weekend digital demo and class at his house and might also be talked into a BBQ if the club
organizes it. Many members indicated they would be interested.

Joe told members that name tags and vests with the club name can be purchased at Flagstaff
Stamp and Engraving on 4th St, next to UPS in the shopping center with CAL Ranch.

50/50 Raffle: Bob Meadowcroft won the raffle this month and a second drawing which was won by
J. D. Ward.

There being no further business, Scott moved and Diane Martin seconded a motion to adjourn.
Passed unanimously.

Meeting Ended: 20:45.

Presentations: No additional presentations this month.

Yavapai ARC Hamfest

Friday June 10 noon to 5 pm

Saturday June 11 8 amto 5 pm

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, 3700 Willow Creek Road, Prescott, AZ
Talk in: 146.880 MHz 100.0 tone Also 147.220 162.2 tone

Details and map:

http://www.w7 yrc.org/prescott-hamfest/
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By Rol Anders, K3RA

FIELD DAY

A Mirror of Amateur Radio History

Steeped in tradition and mystery, today's Field Day evolved from
humble beginnings in the Golden Age of Radio. Anything but stable,
Field Day rules and practices have changed radically since the 1930s.

carcful when you slart bo
scarch 5T archives for the
e- answer bir a simple queslion—
it can bocomc an obsossion!
That"s tho lcsson [ learmed when, following
my participation in Ficld Day this year with
the Folomac Vallcy Radie Club (W3A0—
TA MIDCY, I'was asked whether [thought we
had scl o mow Ficld Day rocord. Bocause 1
valuntecr ai the Historical Eloctronics Mu-
scum in Linthicum, Maryland. which
happens o have a nearly complole sct of
(8T in its library, [ figured 1 would
spend o fumch bour ot the muscum and
dig up the TA and oworall Field Doy
records. In pursuzing this goal | guickly
learned that: (1) this is no# a simple
qucstion; (2} the history of Ficld Day
reflects the history of communications
lechmology in general and ham radie in
particolor; and (3) old (35Ts arc fasci-
nating!
Hero is a chronology of Ficld Day
siarting From ike first cuting in 1933, In
the process of piccing this togethor, 1
lzarned (or relearned) musch about what
haz happened to ham radio in the past 66
YCArs.

1933: Field Day #
G50 Leadar Uses 1x4 Call Sign to
Save Time

(ircal ideas often have humble be-
ginnings, and Figld Day isno cxcecption.
& onc-column anmouncement in the
Jume 1933 5T siates that, for 27 hours
sioriing the sccond Satwrday in Junc ot d
PM local time (moe daylight savimgs
yoi! ), therns would be an opportunity for
“partables™ b go indo the fidld 1o con-
lacl as many stations os possible. Says

28 December 1899 05k

F.E. Handy. W1 R, in the announceme oL,
*“The real ohject of this conlostis to Lest *por-
tables™ whorever they may beavailable. . 1F
succossiul, we wani io make i an annual
affzir.”™ To score the ovent, cach Q50 with
fixcd siatioms will counl 1 poind. coniacis
with ather portables count 2 points, and DX
comlacts count 3 points. Multiply QS0
peints by tho tedal numbor of ARRL. soc-
tions, plas countrics worked. Mo mention is

By the 505 Flald Day had grown into a
ITI-E.IEIF ayant 'H'DITHj' ol M8 owWn Q5T COver.

made of & requincd cxchange, which cloarly
musl incledes an ARRL section!?

The Scplember 1933 Q5T anmoances that
the winmer of the First Anmual Field Day is s
mon-club group signing WAPAW. Club
members made 62 Q50s and had a8 mualii-
plicr of 28 scclionsicountrics for a grand
tolal of 187G points. The Central [linois
Eadio Clubk, WIAAL, 1ops the QS0 1olals
with 98! What's the “#E7 all aboan? Until

1933 it had becn mecessary Lo gel & spe-

cial liocnse Lo oporals portable, and theso

licenses oll had suffixes slarting with 72F.

In 1933 the FOC allowed portable opora-

tin under 8 home call sign. Why did the

CIRC usc their ald call sign? Well, opor-

atimg porablbo under the pew rule called

for an even longer station [D—yoar call
sign followed by tho broak sign {double
dash) three times, followed by the call

arca {1 through 93!

1934: 60 W is QRO

It losokes like Handy™s wish is coming
truc—thers will bo 2 Ficld Day number
2! The Ficld Day period remains the
same, although the chosen weckend inm
Junc will range: from the first wo the third
fior a long time 1o come, eventoally set-
tling on the fourth Full wookend of the
manth.

The characteristics of teday’s com-
potition ore beginning Lo be cstablished.
Emphasis is shified to the total number
of slations conlacicd—the multiplicr for
scctionsand countrics has boon remaved.
At this poind. multi-band contacts arc nol
permitied. DX contacts, while still al-
lowed. roocive no special point advan-
toge. The scoring syslem beogies o ro-
scmble Ficld Day as we now know il



International Field Diay—
June 10th=1ith

B8, §d-ma. operubors, aff hama witk
lasmawn for poriable elsbioss, aiten-
thon!l Slariag Sefwrday ol 4 pm. loesl
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Wwas anncuncad In the
. E'ward Handy, W1BDIL.

with 3-, 2-, ar 1-point multiplicrs per (50
depending on power output. The lechrology
of the " 305 is highlightcd by the fact that the
breakpoinls are scl 2t 20 W and 60 'W! As
lechnology changes those breakpoints ano
miodificd many times throughout the years
o came.

The desine b cnopurge operation inde-
pendent of public mains is also cxprosscd by
8 X multiplicr if cither the recciver or brans-
mitber is indcpendent of public mains (3X if
both are indepondent). The 3X multiplicr is
destined bolast 37 years until it”s removed in
171! Mo spocial cxchange is nocded. The
ops must simply indicale whether their sta-

tions arc poriable. At this cardy time in Ficld
Ipay history, only portables arc listed in the

BCIWNCE .

18362 The Year with Twa Fiald Days!

The June 1936 Ficld Day is so popalar a
sccond one is held on Awgest 22- X5 with ideon-
tical mlcs. Participation in both Ficld Days is
about the same, as winning contact folals in
Jone omd Aupgust orc 143 and 136, respec-
twcly.

1837: The “Field Day Message"”
is Born

The special Field Day of Augusl 1936 ap-
parcnily becomes Ficld Day number 4, ox the
Fifth Anaral Ficld Day is annocunced Tor
Jume 19-20. I'n & batils thal continues io the
prosent betwecn crcative rules intcnpretation
and the “spirit of the law.” tho League oul-
laws “manufactured contscls with siations
of the same fkcld group.™ The Ficld Day
message bonus, ancihor vencrable Ficld Day
tradition, is born as 14 peinls (before multi-
plicr) are awarded for a singhs properly
formed and serviced message io Leoaguo
Headquariers stating the number of ops, b
cation, “oonditions,” and power. Multiplicrs
and QS0 poinls arc unchanged. For the first
timiz, the winning ()30 tolal excoeds 200
(204). with a breathinking avermge ralc of
1.5 (50 per hour.

1838: I'm Mot Ready to QRT!

The contest period is cxiended toe 26
hawrs—From 4 PM Saturday 106 PM Sunday.

1934: Everyone Form a Circle

For the firsa lime, the arca within which
all cquipment must be located is defincd as
a restrictive 100-fool mdius. Do they mean
this 1o include your 16 metor dipole?

1840: Modern Field Day
Rules Emerge

Signiftcant changes arc afood. Faor the
firsi ime, 2 stalion can be contacted on mul-
tiple bands. Ricsulls are growped by the num-
bor of simullancows transmiticrs used. The
100-foot circle expands to 300 fect, giving
thosc multi-transmitier beams a littls breath-
ing mom. Home stalions arc cocouraged o
wark Field Day siations, and their scores will
bz listed, but no multiplicrs are ollowed (@
rulo that neverchanged ). The Ficld Day mos-
sage o AREL H(} now cams 25 painis.
points ane given for Ficld Day hondling of
oiber loams’ messages, and both bome and
partable slations get one point for cach mes-
sage copicd and onc point for o mossags
passcd on. From 1933 o 1980 message
paints will be changed na less than 12 times!

16412 Field Staris Simulaneously
Across the Country (by Accident?)
The Ficld Day period now starts al 4 PM
EST mcross the country. Strangoly. this
chanpe moy have come abaut by secident. Ta
smaoith the FOC approval overy porahlc sta-
tion noods for Ficld Day eperation, the Leagos
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High clalmed scores from Me first post-
Word War Il Fleid Day.

informs the FCC of the Ficld Day peried. In
aplly numbered announcoment T5-I8, the FOC
refors b o single operating period for 21l sta-
tians. My pwess is that the Loaguwe”s commau-
mication Lo the FOC lists the period from 4 M
EST Junc 7, to & PM EST Junc B. inadyveri-
cally cstablizhing a single starting time.
Last yoar's change to allow contacis on
multiple bands was apparcotly uncloar, so this
yoar's rules make a point to sinle that phone
and W ore scparabe “bands™ for the porposcs
of Fiold IMay contacts. Also, cven in thesc
carly days siations must be complainingg abowt
being in “black holes™ ox for as conicsting is
concemed. In responsc, an averall 1.5X mul-

[iEy o3 December 1988 20



Liplicr is csimblishod for tho Nonbeost, Pa-
cific, Rocky Mountzin, Sovibescst and West
CGulf arcas “to assist in cqualizing contacl
opporenity...in these less populous sreas.™
This Wesl Coast handicap remains until 195,

1642-1945: "Closed for the
Dwration™

Ag is the casc with so many activilics,
Ficld Day posts a *“Closed for the [Duralion™
sign during WW 1L In fact, =0 does all ham

oporating.

1446: The Post-War Era—
A VHF-Only Category Debuts

Ficld Day relurns after tho war with vir-
lually mo chamges. Storiing lime is back o
local time (more cvidence that tho 1941
change was inadwonicnt]). For the next three
Field Days thore is a ¥WHE -only score listing
designed “io kend point 1o the participalion
of YHF Emergency Corps notworks thal may
wish 1o armange special activilics or simu-
lated tests on these dabes.”

16448: CQ Field Day on 11 Meters?

Eleven meters is now available to hams
[for o whilc) and il counts as o Ficld Day
band. There are no CWiphone subbands on
11 meters, but phome and OW counl scpa-
raboly hore, oo, The poriod is shortcoed bo
24 hours, starting al 4 PM local time. Each
station worked is now worth one point (re-
pardbess of whetker fized or poriable). The
2X multiplicr for fransmitters that are inde-
pendent of commercinl mains is dropped.
Baliery operation mow is recognized with a
1.5X multiplicr.

164%9: Field Day Mobile Operation
Comes of Age

The growing intcrest in mobilc oporation
results in some significant rules changes.
This year, four calegorics ane recagnined: 1)
Club and group (no batlory multiplicr); {2)
Ume or two operadors; {3} Mabile: and {4}
Home staticns. Alse, the Club Aggrogate
Maobile listings are cxlablished wherchy
clubs can compete with leams of mobils sia-
lions. This spocial listing will Last until it’s
yuictly dropped in 1978, In other changes, a
spocific cxchangoof signal roport and ARRL.
scciion is requined for the first lime. and the
Ficld Day message now goos to Lthe Soclion
Communications Maonager {loday™s M) or
the 5EC rather than to H{.

1950: Modern Field Day Classes are
Established

The four classes offcred lost year are
miadified and labeled with letters for the first
time: A—Clob or mon-club poriable; B—
Unit arimdividual portables (1 or 2 aps); C—
Mobile; and D—Homc. Tho Ficld Day
“eircle” iz increased to D00 feet. The word-
ing last year said =25 painis for cach sech
[Figld Day| message.” What was mcanl, we
lzarn, was 25 poinls for cach team’s simgle
Ficld IDay message { somc stalions, not uncx-
pecicdly. had cranked ool o pile of Ficld Day

30 December 1009 O5%-

messages looking for 25 points eech).

1951: Duck, Cower and Turn on Your
CONELRAD Monitor

Says Junc 1951 25T “AL atime when civil
defonse is orgamiring, the Focld Day provides
an unparallcled opportunity for mass lesting
of our comorgoncy Facilitics.”™ To cncowrage
cmergency proparcdness, bome stalions on
conorgency power will be listed scparately as
Clazs [, while home stations on commercial
power will be listed as Class E.

1952: "Having & Wonderful Time,
Wish You Were Hera”

The 1950 rule that allewed onc point for
any mossage originated during Ficld Day has
resulted in some groups cranking cut mean-
ingless “rubber stamped™ messages during
Ficld Day o poncradc points. Becausc the
cmphasis is on contact olals and not mes-
sage goncralion, tho Leages responds by
climinating the bonus painis for message
origination aficr a trial of only two ycars.

1957: Simultanecus Start Returnis

Ficld Day stars ol 4 FM EST ond cods al
4 M P3ET, as usual, bul now cveryonc can
operaic any 24 conscoutive hours of the I7-
kiar period. The purpose of the change is o
“encourags long-distance Q505" For tho
first time. monc than 10000 hams partici-
pate, o 430% increase over the first postwar
cvonl im 46

1963: Will "Manufsctured” Contacts
Ever be Eliminated?

Although contacts with ather members of
o Ficld Day group were oullawed way back
in 1937, some croative types have deter-
mincd that the rules don’t ban those whi arc
ot “Ficld Doy operators™ from wsing the
Ficld Dray ransmilicrs Lo work the group for
points. The League counters by allowing o

If you think compuier logging ks &8 modem
development, chack out the key-punching
station &t the 1966 K2INOr3 Flald Day
affor. The cards containing the contact

data ware processad by an IBM 1401
compuier at.:uhna Hopkins University
anﬂratlrilm Erhem ?E':wlw#ﬁiﬁu.]
operating pun g

hunds for |:::un1ag

Fickd Doy transmilicr 1o be wsed only under
one call sign.

1966: The Modern “Bonus Era™
Bagins

The simple Ficld DDay messape bonus
cancepd, around since mearly the first Field
Dy, is cxpanded, bringing the boginnings
of s wonderful aspect that onc wag, wha shall
remain namcless (KE3SQ), has charocicrized
ax “part radio contos, part scavenger hunl.”
Mublicity is cmphasized and 1004%: frccdom
from commercial power is stressed by 2 S00-
puinl post-multiplicr bomus for achieving at
least lwo of the following threc: (1) Usc of
mir commcrcial power amywhene; {2) Public-
ityz ar (31 {riginaling o mossage to the SCM
ar SEC.

1968: The Field Day Pericd is the
Field Day. Periad

A majorchangeis adoped that makes sct-
up within the 27-hour period mardzfory, and
the stariing timc is advanced two houwrs io
1900 to scoommadate the change. All home
slalicns, cmergency powoncd o on oommer-
cinl mains, now compeic in & simghbe 1 cat-
cgory. The 1.5X multiplicr for batbery power
mow applics to catcgonics A, B and . Bo-
muscs provide for 200 points cach for public-
ity. V& cmergency power andfor mossage
origination. Lastly, and largely ignoncd. the
cxchange is now section caly—but in prac-
tion many can’t nosist sending o signal repart
anywoy!

196%: An ldea Whose Time Has Not
Come

Lasi year's mandatory sciup within the
I1-hourevent period was mot pogular, soitis
mow opdional (that is, ops can usc the ontine
X7 hours if they start sclup within that pe-
riod). [Persenal nole: This was the ycar of
my first Field Day victory—IlA wilk
WASEPT!3, Johns Hopkins Univorsity Sioe-
denis and Alumni.)

1970z Increasing Novice
Participation

Ta Furibor cnoowrage boginnors, o “froc”
Mavice slation {sct op and ron by Novices) is
allvwod for groups ronning three or mare
transmitlers. The Leagoe continoes b battle
with croative neles intorpretation (or, dopend-
ing an your vicwpoinl, technology advance-
menis) by cutlawing “octopus™ hardware for
intorlcaving Lransmissions o avoid moving Lo
o higher transmiller categary. (We had made
groal usc af that wchnigue in cor 69 1A win.}
(On gnother nole, | guess wo anc gotling boticr
al sciting up, bocause the slaning Lme is ad-
vanced yod anodher hour wo B0V

1%71: Why 0ld-Timers Can't
Remember Whether Home
Emergency Power is Class D or E
Afer three yoars of being combined,
Classes [ and E arc separate once again. The
designators, howover, arc roversed. Class 1
is for home siotions on commercial power,



while Class I encompasses home slalions on
cmergoncy power. ([ guoss the focling is thal
E For Emergency makes more sensc. )

Major changes in ihe scoring syslem re-
duce peinls across the board. The 3X multi-
plicr for 10% cmorgency power is climi-
nated and replaced by o requirement that all
A and B transmitters now must be on emer-
goncy power. Tho 1.5X multiplicr for bal-
lery oporation is climinated and replaced
with limiting the QRF multiplicr Lo batlery
operation only. The power multiplicr now
applics 1o the maximem power uscd al any
lime during the period. The four-L)50 mul-
liplier categorics are reduced o throe with a
maximum of 3X for QRPfaticry. Bonos
paoints are naw as follows: 100 points per
transmitber for 100% cmergency powers 50
points for publicity; 50 points for mossage
prigination; and 5 poinis por mossagc re-
layed. Last, in a surrender to habil, the signal
repart is redurned io the cachange!

147 2: Batieries are on Their Own

Ops uxing battery power me longer com-
polc with ops using non-batlory sounoes.
Scores are listed scparately.

1973: The Space Age Comes o FD

The repeater rule is waived for OSCAR 6
contscts amd a S0-paint satellite bomus is in-
stiluted.

197 4: The Energy Crisis Strikes FD

A 100-point bonus is added for making
natural power (50s. The 15-minwte ralc far
kand chamges further discoarages tricky lech-
nigues for counting two transmitbors as ome.

1975: Is 55B Taking Ower?

550 is demonsirating ils superiority b
“conventional” AM, and phonc Q50 rates

In 1876 the Indanapollis Power & Light

ARC made & natural r contact.
Gary, K9LNX, operatad the ramo while
Rion, WBADKL, suppllad the muscia.
Mike, WABBWY, assisted by hoiding the
bike In place.

are =i high that the mode threatens b domi-
male Ficld Dhay. To componsale, tho 27X mlc
for CW (50s is instituicd on 2 trial basis
(pereamal mate: Hooray!).

1976: The 10,000 Q50 Mark is
Broken

Figld Day resulis show the many unussal
prefixes pormitted by US amatcurs celchral-
ing the Biccolennial. W1V¥/1 ceclebratbes
with 10,010 comlacts! In doing so, the groap
surpasscs the 1933 (%0 rooord inits first 15
minules of cporatien.

1877 Bring on the Techs!

Technician amatcurs arc now pormiibed Lo
=ci mp and operate the Movice station.  Also,
wi have opparcnily solved the cncrgy crisis
becanse the natural power bonws is gone! The
X rule for CW is “permoncaL™

1880: 1A CT

RET is replaced with catcgory and closs
in the exchange. FOC and Field Day rules ne
longer roquine portehle call sign designators
Scl-up timo is lighicocd—nothing can be
inslalled prior io 24 hours before the siar of
the Ficld Day period. Motural power was
judged o be politically cornect and Loo mech
fun to be climimzled —so it's back ax a 100-
prinl bonus. The satcllite and Field Day
message bonuscs advamoc to 100 points.
Copying the W1 AW meszage is worth 100
painis far the first Gme.

1881: 1007001

Compulers are becoming ubiguitous and,
ox o result, packet mdio is soaring in popu-
larity. Ficld Day cnicrs the digital ora by
providing a 10-point bonus for o single
packol (S0, permitling coc “froe™ packet
slation and waiving the rocpoater rule for
packol 1o allew digipoators and nodes to be
mad. The 15-mimute rule is climinasted at
VHF and shave. The Yankes Clipper Con-
test Club and The Wircless Instituic of tho
Maorbeast combine using call sign W2KQ 1o
turm in o QS0 ol of 11,201 —unbeaten 18
yoars laber!

1984: We Finally Get it Right

Crwer the yoars wo'we had o beck of o time
scitling on tho bost way b score battory, low,
medium and high power categorics. Here's
arather try: The power breakpaints are ad-
jusicd so that the 5X multiplicr applics o
5 W instead of 10 W (for baltery or cguiva-
lent], and 2X applics to <150 W rather than
<200 W, (These definitions will stick for a1
lzast the next 16 years! In pariicular, the 35X
multiplier for (MR haliery lurms oul to be o
good cgualiser—the change will rosult in
overall first place fimishes by the cniroms in
this calegory im cight of the next 146 Field
Days.)

1893: VHF Becomes a Major
Field Day Factor

The growing influx of Techmician lic-
casccs chamges Ficld Day in a big way—

Anatiner Fleld D
the Decembar 1883 57,

retrospeciive graced

there is now o 1-paint bonus for making
10 VHEUHF coatacts and one “froe™ YHEFS
UHF staticn is permilicd for Classes A
and H.

1994: | Guess Thay Don't Nead a
1.5% “Equalizer” Anymors

K&CAR (Congjo Valley ARC) logs the
modicrn Ficld Day record score of 30,150 by
opcraling in the 154 batlery calegory with
3460 5-W QS0s!

1998: No More “Zara A” Entries

This year digital modes go from special
hmndling bt “mainline™ modes. Althowgh the
“firec™ packet stalion and packol bomuscs arc
climinated, digital modes {including BTTY
amd FSK31) are added as a third mode an
cvory band. Porhaps molivaled by the T0A™
tongue-in-chock colry made by coc station
warking cxclusively on pockel wvia the
inlcrmet (thus mo transmitters!), nodes and
digipealcrs arc now cutlawed for Ficld Day
canlacls. Finally, VHE/UHF has becoms
such o mainstay that the 100 point bonwes for
I} contects is no lngor pocded.

2o, that brings us up to date. Oh, | nearly
fargot why [ slarted oll of this. Sconcs are
fairdy comparablc from 1975 on—iheo yoar
that the 2X maltiplicr weat ino effect for
CW. Wiih that definition, the Potamac Wal-
ley Eodin Club tcam did sct a modern rocord
for TA. In Eoct, owr 26,324 cloimed score is
the highest non-ballery soore cver reconded
in any calcgory under the modeorn rules—
beating N1FIY's rocord sot in 1998 by the
narrow margin of 50 peints!

Maw, [ wonder how the DX Contest gat
slaried...

Fou can contect Rol ot 6021 Lawyers Hill
Rd, Elkridge, MD 21227.5207; andersi
erols.com.
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